WRITTEN TESTIMONY SUBMITTED BY MR. THOMAS HASMAN

TO THE NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE TASK FORCE ON
DEMOGRAPHIC RESARECH AND REAPPORTIEMENT

RE: LATFOR HEARING ROCHESTER NEW YORK FEBRUARY 15, 2012

Dear Members of the LATFOR Committee:

My name is Thomas Haman and I am a resident of the City of Rochester and I thank you for the opportunity to present written testimony to your Committee concerning the reapportionment process.  

This process is vital in the continuation of one of our oldest and most basic traditions in our society: democracy through representation.  As a candidate for the office of Monroe County Clerk, I have learned first hand the importance of communities of interest and their impact on the community at large.  These communities of interest are people who share common interests, common passions, common culture, and generally speaking, common geography.  They gather to create neighborhoods where they can exchange ideas and take action for the common good. 

It is this idea that compels me to speak out on behalf of communities of interest and how they will be affected by the proposed Assembly Districts by this Committee. 

The City of Rochester, the government closest to the people, recognizes the idea of communities of interest and has organized neighborhoods into sectors to help foster its revitalization needs.  Your committee can and should be looking to local governmental organizations to see where these communities are, and how they can best be served.  By using these criteria as one of your guides, this Committee can start and complete their charge of drawing compact lines that keep communities of interest together, while keeping populations within the scope and spirit of the Miller decision.

This committee has the real opportunity to correct the concerns of the past and create districts that give all citizens a seat at the table. 

Again, looking to the City of Rochester’s own neighborhood sectors in the Neighbors Building Neighborhoods program is a useful tool to show what local decision makers, including neighbors, have agreed to be communities of interest.  Understand that divergent needs and concerns of different neighborhoods has been a guide for Rochester as it seeks solutions to the retention and growth of opportunities for citizens and businesses.  Additionally, I believe that if this Committee were to look at the Neighbors Building Neighborhoods lines and juxtapose them to the county legislative districts you will also keep community of interests together.

Specifically, I would like to address the proposed 138th Assembly District and how it fits into the city sectors and the county legislative district construct.  This Committee has proposed to adjust this district with the addition of the Town of Henrietta to the Town of Chili, removing the Towns of Riga, Rush and Wheatland and making block adjustments inside the City of Rochester.  While the shifting of the entire town population is in keeping with the confines of the State Constitution, I believe that the population shifts within Rochester is in need of further adjustment with local input to help this Committee understand the neighborhoods and the communities of interest.  

I would like to offer an alternative solution to this Committee that would allow it to keep communities of interest together, allow for compact districts using natural boundaries and keeping the one-man-one-vote ideal and expand the Voting Rights Act’s call for creating majority minority districts.  

This Committee has proposed that a block shift from the proposed 138th Assembly District to the proposed 137th Assembly Districts that would include, in whole or part Monroe County Legislative District/Election Districts of 21-06, 21-1323-03, 23-05, 23-14, 23-15, and 25-23.  If this Committee would see how their local governmental partners treat these neighborhoods, you would see that they are found in common sectors as the rest of the proposed 138th Assembly District and are treated as communities of interest.   

I believe this Committee should be looking at the proposed new 138th Assembly District west of the Genesee River, and natural boundary.  With the shifting of the following Monroe County Legislative and Election Districts, in whole and in part, of 28-04, 28-08, 28-11, 28-13, 28-15, 28-22 and 29-01.  Again, treat these blocks as the local governmental partners have, and you will be fulfilling your promise to the people of Rochester by strengthen their voice to have a strong, vital and vocal majority minority Assembly District.

In support of my proposal, I have included the data to support the alternative to this Committee’s draft plan.  As you will see the current Committee’s proposal has a population of 133,692 or a deviation rate of 3.57% of the average and under my proposal that would keep communities of interest together, keep the district compact and expand the Voter Rights Act requirements has a population of 133,093 with a deviation rate of 3.1%.

I grew up in the Rochester area, moved away after college for a job opportunity but moved back to Rochester so I could raise my family here.  I feel so strongly about my beloved hometown that I put my life on hold in 2008 to run for public office because I believe in Rochester’s future.  I am asking you to share my optimism for Rochester’s future by keeping communities of interest together, making the districts compact and allowing all of our citizen’s clear representation at the Assembly table.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony, if I can provide you with any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Thomas Hasman

Tom.Hasman@gmail.com
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